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With this new body of work Christophe Stibio invites us into an immersive panorama. The Australian landscape - ever 
present - forms a fundamental starting point. Stibio’s answer to the landscape stems from profound observation, 
which results in an intimate interpretation where intuition and the cognitive meet. Country as a living entity is what 
the artworks endeavour to capture, to translate and to communicate.

However, the physical place is necessarily absent in these pictorial renditions. Stibio’s art is a means of attempting 
to grasp the very substance of country and to make its presence evident. The viewer mentally completes that 
landscape with an entire register of emotions that each of us relegates. This is the truest paradox – it is the ultimate 
inability of any human to reproduce nature, to reveal the fleeting nuances occurring in the landscape. Stibio builds 
bridges between the invisibilities in nature and makes them present in the mind of viewers, shifting absence to 
presence. The mind takes the leap it wants to take, because the suggestion is left in the line. 

Since his first significant encounter with Lake Mungo in Southwest New South Wales in all its magnitude and 
power, in the summer of 2004, Stibio has continued to explore its vastness, both in his travels and through his 
practice as an artist.  Stibio’s paintings derive from actual imagery of the landscape at a given moment in time, his 
imagery recreating a similar emotional charge and sensation to that which the artist experienced in that place. 

The titles of the artworks refer to existing and precise places. They speak of a very personal, intimate relationship 
with that country, and at times they reflect the conversation that the artist has with the landscape. What else can 

CALLIGRAPHED LANDSCAPES



be deduced from the titles ‘And Where Were You That December Morning at 5.40am? (Lake Mungo)’ or ‘Moro 
Gorge Says: ”And Now? Do you see me?”’ ? Lived memories, personal knowledge and the physical sensation of 
the landscape merge.

In other pictures, the titles allude to a nexus between historical temporal dimensions and the vastness of geological 
time. The element of time measurement, which perhaps typifies the European mind, enters into a symbiosis with 
the ancientness and timelessness of country. Yet ultimately, there is no chronological or thematic reading of the 
landscape, no wish to control or subdue the country.

Tale of a Mungo Morning Mist Moment, as other works do, embodies a metaphor for a life-cycle. In blue and 
red tonalities and half-tones, Stibio captures the sensation of experiencing early morning mist which fleetingly 
coats - or shimmers across - the features of the landscape. The inspiration derives from a particular enigmatic 
and vaporous blue hue that reveals itself at Lake Mungo at early dawn. This phenomenon is visible only for a few 
minutes. These are observations of natural hues which dictate the colour palette of the artworks.

The directness of country is reflected in a restrained colour palette, and a strong language of forms with powerful 
compositions. Combining painting on rice paper and collage heightens the illusion of strata and suggests the 
vividness and ever-changing light conditions of the land. Repetition of motifs like the embedded and multiple 
parallel lines and patterns in Melody at Night with Worturpa Gorge, emphasise the resonance of the landscape, 

the sound - or the vast silence - of a land immemorial. The picture is bestowed with a hypnotic quality. Further, 
strips of shredded classified documents  with their indecipherable text and marks - the debris of a society obsessed 
with numbers - make sharp contrast with the natural organic landscape. The use of iridescent white intermixed 
with colour also introduces shimmer. This is a kind of calligraphy, reminiscent of Stibio’s artistic formation in China, 
which builds up the painting.

Working on composition, as writing, is a continual process. Structuring space in accordance to the primal image 
felt original by Stibio, develops into what could be called a personal calligraphy of the landscape. Entire segments 
or even just a line is sometimes left unfinished, setting off the possibility to complete in the mind’s eye what has 
been left incomplete. The perception of the subject matter is deliberately and continually questioned. This forces 
viewers into a calligraphy of the landscape in their own minds. Optically destabilising effects, compel the viewer to 
have a different perception of the land. One that is ultimately intimately intuitive.

The landscape is not a European sensitivity. This landscape breathes and pulsates. So does both the maker and the 
viewer of the pictures. All belong to the same source.

Georges Petitjean
Art Historian and Senior Curator - Fondation Opale, Switzerland, 2024





And Where Were You That December Morning At 5.40am? (Lake Mungo), 2024
Acrylic, shredded classified documents, rice paper on cotton duck
100 x 100 cm (diptych)





Lake Mungo 6:03am, 2024
Acrylic, shredded classified documents, rice paper on cotton duck
80 x 120 cm (diptych)

Lake Mungo 5.25am, 2023
Acrylic, shredded classified documents, rice paper on cotton duck
65 x 90 cm (diptych)





Moro Gorge Says: “And Now? Do You See Me?”, 2022
Acrylic, shredded classified documents, rice paper on cotton duck
65 x 215 cm (diptych)



In The Land Of Quiet Evenings (Moro Gorge), 2023
Acrylic, shredded classified documents, rice paper on cotton duck
130 x 190 cm 



The Melody At Night With Worturpa Gorge, 2023
Acrylic, shredded classified documents, rice paper on cotton duck
140 x 240 cm 



Dusk at Simpsons Gap. North Side, Looking South, 2023
Acrylic, shredded classified documents, rice paper on cotton duck
35 x 80 cm (diptych)





April 6:40pm. Behind Standley Chasm, 2023 
Acrylic, shredded classified documents, rice paper on cotton duck
75 x 65 cm 

Simpsons Gap, Further Back, 2023 
Acrylic, shredded classified documents, rice paper on cotton duck
60 x 110 cm (diptych)



West MacDonnell Ranges, 2022 
Acrylic, shredded classified documents, rice paper on cotton duck
155 x 185 cm 





Tale Of A Mungo Morning Mist Moment, 2024 
Acrylic, shredded classified documents, rice paper on cotton duck
155 x 185cm 
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Finalist Gold Coast Art Prize. Gold Coast City Gallery. Queensland
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Melbourne International Art Fair. Flinders Lane Gallery. VIC.

Finalist, Southern Bouy Studios (SBS) Landscape Prize 2021, Mornington, VIC.

Finalist, Wyndham Art Prize, Wyndham Cultural Centre, Werribee, VIC

Finalist, Wynne Prize, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney, NSW
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Dusk at Simpsons Gap. North Side, Looking South, November 2023
Acrylic, shredded classified documents and rice paper on cotton duck
35 x 80 cm (diptych)




